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Annual Meeting!

Where: 
Girard High School Cafeteria 

When:
Oct. 18, 2023

Time:
7:00 PM, Registration starts 

at 5:00 PM 
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Mary Smith, 
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Secretary-Treasurer
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Roger Doue, 
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Randy Vogts,
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The Craw-Kan Connection is
a member newsletter published by Craw-Kan. 

Notice of Annual Meeting
Wednesday, October 18, 2023

THIS IS YOUR REGISTRATION
PLEASE DETACH AND BRING

perf.

perf.

The Annual Meeting Edition

This letter to our members is where I usually report on our major accomplishments during 
the year.  Rather than do that again, I thought this year I should use this space to focus 
on those who have made our achievements possible.  Our entire Craw-Kan team.  I have 
worked at the Coop for over 27 years, and I have witnessed its transformation from a 
sleepy, little landline telephone company to the leading fiber-based telecommunications 
company in the region.  Back in 1996, we had just launched a new and very unfamiliar 
product called “dial up” internet.  It was frustrating and revolutionary all at the same time.  
It couldn’t handle streaming video and it tied up your phone line (we sure loved adding 
all those second lines) yet it allowed you to access information in ways never imagined 
before.  Now we take that kind of access for granted and our Coop is now primarily a 
broadband company.

Over the years, I have had the privilege to work with some amazing people who have 
made this transition possible.  I believe our current group is the best we have ever 
had.  From taking care of our 10,000 owner/members to our addition of over 7,500 non-
members, this team always sets the bar high when working to solve customers’ needs.  

I am definitely a numbers guy (the curse of a Pitt State accounting degree) and sometimes 
I’m sure you think no one notices you staying late to work on a project or when our 
weather is at its worst, you are out in it even in the middle of the night making sure any 
outage is fixed as quickly as possible.  Guess what?  You’re wrong.  Your desire to keep 
creating the best possible outcomes for this organization has led us to so many great 
moments.  So, I want to personally thank all of you and let our members know this Coop 
wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for your hard work and dedication.  

Craig Wilbert
General Manager

2023 Nominating Committee
In alphabetical order pictured with General Manager Craig Wilbert and

Assistant Manager Brian Davied.

Dave Ashmore, Brian Blythe, Ron Brown
Tosha Carson, Donnie Humble, Linda Loffswold,

Kay Mein, Lisa Parsons, Pat Walden
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Q&A Concerning 
“Who Is Entitled To 
Vote At The Annual 
Meeting”
Q: May I have my child, 
relative or neighbor vote 
in my place? 
No, Craw-Kan’s bylaws do not 

allow proxy voting.

Q: Can an administrator 
or a person with power 
of attorney vote? 

Yes, providing the member has the 

proper credentials at the time of the 

Annual Meeting registration.

Q: If I own a business 
and have a residence, 
may I have two votes?
No, if you are the sole owner 

you are considered one mem-

ber and therefore, have only 

one vote. However if you are in 

a partnership or a corporation 

that business will have one vote 

and you would have one vote.

Capital Credit 
Checks To Be 
Distributed Before 
Christmas!
Again this year, your President 

will make an announcement at the 

Annual Meeting concerning the 

amount of capital credits which will 

be distributed this year. 

Call Before You Dig
Kansas 800-344-7233
Missouri 800-344-7483
Oklahoma 800-522-6543

Do Not Call List
To block unwanted telemarketing 

calls add your phone number to the 

National Do Not Call Registry at 

www.donotcall.gov.
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THREE DIRECTOR POSITIONS TO BE VOTED ON AT THE 
ANNUAL MEETING ON OCT. 18, 2023

Three directors will be elected for a term of three years each. Below is a brief description of each nominee. We 
would like to point out that additional nominations may be made from the floor by any member.

Wilda Pentola
Wilda Pentola, a rural resident of the Farlington, Kansas exchange, is a Girard 
native where she completed grade school and high school. She attended Pittsburg 
State University receiving her B.S. in 1966. After completing her Master’s degree, 
she went on to obtain the Educational Specialist degree from PSU. Wilda taught 
school in Carl Junction, Girard, and Erie, later working as the Technology Director 
at the Southeast Kansas Education Service Center in Greenbush. In 1990 she 
accepted a position as Regional Account Manager with Apple Computer Inc. 
in Kansas City retiring in July 2002. Wilda previously served on the board of 
WestRidge, an assisted living community, and is a member of the Girard Lions 
Club. She was elected director on the Craw-Kan board in 2002.

John Lehman
John Lehman is a lifelong resident of Crawford County. He was raised on 
the family dairy farm south of Mulberry and spent his adult life with his wife, 
Betty, on their farm east of Girard. They have three married children and seven 
grandchildren. John received a BS degree in Agricultural Economics from Kansas 
State University. He was employed by The First National Bank of Girard for over 
40 years, serving as bank president for over 25 years, until the bank merged into 
GN Bank in 2019. John has been an active member of numerous local, state and 
national banking, business, government, civic, religious and charitable boards. 
He is past chairman of the Kansas Bankers Association, Kansas Pooled Money 
Investment Board, and Trinity Lutheran Church. John joined the Craw-Kan board 
in 2019.

Barry Bedene
Barry Bedene is a resident of the Arma, Kansas exchange. Barry has owned 
and operated Bedene Funeral Home in Arma since 1974. He has been the past 
president of the Rural Fire District #2. He served on the board of directors of the 
First State Bank in Arma and is currently on the board of directors of the Exchange 
State Bank in Girard. Barry is also a former member of the Arma City Council. He 
was appointed to the Kansas State Board of Mortuary Arts by Gov. Finney and 
reappointed by Gov. Graves, Gov. Sebelius, Gov. Parkinson, Gov. Brownback, 
and by Gov. Kelly, also serving a term as President. He serves on the Board 
of Trustees on the Pittsburg State University Foundation, is a member of the 
Scottish Rite in Ft. Scott, the Masonic Lodge in Arma, and the Mirza Shrine. He 
has been on the Craw-Kan Board of Directors since 1984 and is currently serving 
as secretary.

Zach Parish
Zach Parish is a resident of Asbury, Missouri.  Mr. Parish has lived in the Southeast 
Kansas and Southwest Missouri area since 2009.  He is a 2008 graduate of the 
University of Arkansas where he studied agricultural business.  Most of his 
professional career has been in the grain industry, working for local companies 
such as Scoular, Seed & Farm Supply, and Producers Coop of Girard – where 
he served as Grain Department Manager.  Upon exiting the grain business, Zach 
started his own insurance company, Zach Parish Agency LLC, where he serves 
as owner, operator and agent.  He has served as a City Alderman for the city of 
Asbury since 2017.  Mr. Parish has a passion for community service and is always 
looking to give back to the region.


