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Annual Meeting!

Where:  
Girard High School Cafeteria 

When:
Oct. 30, 2014

Time:
7:00 PM, Registration starts 

at 5:30 PM 

* Refreshments and 
Entertainment will be provided

Craw-Kan
“Your Community Technology Partner”

The
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O
C

T
O

B
E

R
2

0
1

4

Cr
aw

-K
an

Th
e

C
on

n
ec

ti
on

“Y
ou

r C
om

m
un

ity
 Te

ch
no

lo
gy

 P
ar

tn
er

”

Board of Directors

Mary Smith, 
President

Sharon Starr, 
Vice-President

Frank Dunnick, 
Secretary-Treasurer

Wilda Pentola, 
Director

John Kovacic, 
Director

Jim O’Toole, 
Director

Terry Kunstel, 
Director

Roger Doue, 
Director

Barry Bedene, 
Director

Craig Wilbert, 
General Manager

“The Craw-Kan Connection” 
A member newsletter published 
by Craw-Kan.  Edit and design by:  
Zach Adams & Jerime Carpenter

Notice of Annual Meeting
Thursday, October 30, 2014

THIS IS YOUR REGISTRATION
PLEASE DETACH AND BRING

The Annual Meeting Edition

The Federal Communications Commission is considering increasing the broadband speed benchmark that it 

uses to gauge whether broadband is being deployed to all Americans in a reasonable and timely fashion.  That 

benchmark is currently set at 4 Mbps downstream and 1 Mbps upstream.  

Craw-Kan is proactively improving our service by increasing bandwidth without increasing prices to our members.  

Our 6 and 15 Mbps packages will move to 10 and 50 Mbps without any increase in price.  We are also adding 

a 100 Mbps package for $70 per month.  This is one of the most competitive prices in the nation!  While the 

highest tier packages may not be available to all customers, we have been making great progress over the past 

few years in improving high speed availability to our membership.  By the end of this year, we will have reached 

the milestone of connecting our 2,000th fiber to the home customer.

These investments in our network are being made to eliminate any digital divide between rural and urban 

areas.  When families have several devices in the home all demanding high bandwidth, a 4 Mbps connection 

simply does not meet the needs of the 21st century.  Our new packages provide the speed and unlike our 

wireless competitors are completely without data caps.  It’s an exciting time to be a member of Craw-Kan as our 

organization continues to strive for improvement and to earn the trust and support of our members.  

We hope to see you at the annual meeting.

Craig Wilbert

General Manager

2014 Nominating Committee
In alphabetical order pictured with General Manager, Craig Wilbert

Claudia Ausemus, Marvin Boyd, Sheldon 
Delange, Mary Jane Dent, Linda Loffswold, 

Mervin McElwain, Wallace Rons,
Christy Vulgamore
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Q&A Concerning 
“Who Is Entitled To 
Vote At The Annual 
Meeting”
Q: May I have my child, 
relative or neighbor vote 
in my place? 
No, Craw-Kan’s bylaws do not 

allow proxy voting.

Q: Can an administrator 
or a person with power 
of attorney vote? 

Yes, providing the member has the 

proper credentials at the time of the 

Annual Meeting registration.

Q: If I own a business 
and have a residence, 
may I have two votes?
No, if you are the sole owner 

you are considered one mem-

ber and therefore, have only 

one vote.  However if you are in 

a partnership or a corporation 

that business will have one vote 

and you would have one vote.

Capital Credit 
Checks To Be 
Distributed Before 
Christmas!
Again this year, your President 

will make an announcement at the 

Annual Meeting concerning the 

amount of capital credits which will 

be distributed this year. 

Call Before You Dig
Kansas 800-344-7233
Missouri 800-344-7483
Oklahoma 800-522-6543

Do Not Call List
To block unwanted telemarketing 

calls add your phone number to the 

National Do Not Call Registry at 

www.donotcall.gov.

Wilda Pentola
Wilda Pentola is a rural resident of the Farlington, Kansas exchange. Wilda is a Girard 
native where she completed grade school and high school. She attended Pittsburg State 
University receiving her B.S. in 1966. After receiving her Master’s degree she then completed 
her Educational Specialist degree in 1988. She taught school in Carl Junction, Girard, and 
Erie later working as the Technology Director at the Southeast Kansas Education Service 
Center(Greenbush). Wilda accepted a position as Regional Account Manager with Apple 
Computer Inc. in Kansas City in 1990. She retired from Apple in July 2002. Wilda currently 

serves on the board of WestRidge, an assisted living community and on the boards of the Community Foundation of SEK 
and the Girard Area Community Foundation. She was elected director on the Craw-Kan board in 2002.

Edwin Becker
Ed Becker was raised on a farm in rural Hallowell, Ks. He worked for the U.S. Postal Service 
for 37 years and retired as Postmaster from the Girard Post Office with 23 years of service. 
He and his wife Susan have two daughters, both of whom graduated from USD 248. Ed is a 
veteran of the U.S. Army and served one year (1968-1969) in Vietnam. He is also a member 
of the Girard Optimist Club, National Association of Postmasters, VFW, American Legion, and 
serves on the Girard USD 248 School Board. He has resided in Girard for more than 30 years.

James O’Toole
Jim O’Toole is a resident of the Girard, Kansas exchange, living at Greenbush. Jim is a 
senior partner of O’Toole Construction Inc., which has been in business for over 40 years. 
He also farms and has a cattle operation. He has served on the RCD Board, church council, 
water board, and has held various offices in the Brazilton Ruritan Club. Jim has been a past 
president and a member of the Kansas Land Improvement Contractors of America. He is a 
former member on the board at Westridge in Girard. Jim has been on the Craw-Kan Board 
since 1987 and has served as its president. Jim has also been a member of the Craw-Kan 
Communication Systems Board.

Steve Kosman
Steve Kosman is a rural resident of Cherokee, Kansas.  Steve is a native of Lincoln, Nebraska where 
he grew up and attended schools.  Steve is married and has two children and 5 grandchildren.  He 
graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering 
majoring in Electronics and Communications.  During that period, his education was interrupted and 
he spent 3 years in the Army as a Communications Specialist working telephone systems and two of 
those years were in Germany.  Steve has been a Kansas resident since 1978 with 12 years in Chanute 
working for Kustom Electronics and 24 years in rural Cherokee working for Day & Zimmermann in 
Parsons as Director of Engineering, Programs and Projects producing defense products.  Steve has a management 
background in Communications, Manufacturing, Environmental, Customer Relations and Information Technology.

Barry Bedene
Barry Bedene is a resident of the Arma, Kansas exchange. Barry has owned and operated 
Bedene Funeral Home in Arma since 1974. He has been the past president of the Rural 
Fire District #2. He served on the board of directors of the First State Bank in Arma and 
is currently on the board of directors of the Exchange State Bank in Girard. Barry is also 
a former member of the Arma City Council. He was appointed to the Kansas State Board 
of Mortuary Arts by Gov. Finney and reappointed by Gov. Graves, Gov. Sebelius, Gov. 
Parkinson, and most recently by Gov. Brownback. He serves on the Board of Trustees on 

the Pittsburg State University Foundation, is a member of the Scottish Rites in Ft. Scott, the Masonic Lodge in Arma, and 
the Mirza Shrine. He has been on the Craw-Kan Board of Directors since 1984.
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THREE NOMINEES TO BE VOTED ON AT THE 
ANNUAL MEETING ON OCT. 30, 2014

Three directors will be elected for a term of three years each.  Below is a brief description of each nominee.  We 
would like to point out that additional nominations may be made from the floor by any member.


